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(54) AUTOMATIC FOCUSING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To execute stable photographing by switching suitably 
a distance measuring object area of an object to be photographed, 
omitting a useless focusing operation, and also, suppressing 
reactuation of a careless focusing operation. 
CONSTITUTION: The automatic focusing device obtains a video 
signal of an optical image formed on an imaging device 102 by an 
image pickup lens 101, and adjusts automatically a focus of the 
image pickup lens 1 01 , based on a high frequency component of 
this video signal. This automatic focusing device has plural pieces 
of areas for extracting the high frequency component, and is 
provided with means 107-1 10 for detecting simultaneously the 
high frequency component in the extracting area, a switching 
means 1 1 7 for monitoring simultaneously the high frequency 
component in each of plural extracting areas at the time of 
focusing operation, based on a variation of the high frequency 
component in each extracting area, and switching and focusing to 
an optimal area, and a means 1 1 6 for recognizing a fact that a 
focused state gets worse by monitoring simultaneously a variation 
of the high frequency component in each extracting area, and 
applying reactuation to a switching means 1 1 7 in order to execute the focusing operation. 
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